Size It Up

Testing the Master Sizing Vise in the shop

BY GARY DAWSON The Master Sizing
WVise (MSV) is, in a word, creative.

When the ring sizing kit invented by
Thieu Nguyen of Oshkosh, Wisconsin,
arrived at my shop during the holiday
rush, I quickly perused it and wasn’t con-
vinced that it would impress me. | admit
that I'm a hard-core skepric. Burt afrer siz-

ing rings for more than 30 years, I've got
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the process nailed down. I hadn't thought
much about streamlining. ..until working
with this tool. After reviewing the instruc-
tion video and pracricing the technique, |
changed my initial opinion about the
tool. 1 chink it could be quite useful for

some shops.

OBSERVATIONS

The system consists of rwo modified
wood bench pins: The main M5V and a
Master Filing Block, which fearures a sin-
gle, upright, non-slip peg for bracing

Designed for use with a standard jew-
eler's saw, the MSV is equipped with two
sets of pegs. The lefimost set of pegs (1)
is mounted about 6 mm apart. They are

upright bur angled away from the gold-

rings during filing
operations—the
clean-up phase of

the sizing process.

Barching the sizing operations in your

shop is the key to the effective use of both
of these devices. It wouldn’t make much
sense 1o change out these two bench pins
for each sizing, but in a batched process,
the rwo bench pins used one after the

ather may ultimately save time.

smith for bracing
against while cur-

ting through the
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shank of the ring

to be sized. Since

e,

the pegs are non-

slip coated, the
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jeweler can com-
fortably held a

ring firmly against

them with one finger while sawing the
shank. This reduces effort and strain,
helping to prevent farigue during a long
day ar the bench. It may also help to pre-
Vent repetitive stress injury. A sawing slot
(2) pre-cut berween the pegs helps o
make this part of the sizing process fasrer,
safer, and less tiring,

When working with especially small
ring shanks, the jeweler can use the other
set of pegs (3) located on the right side of
the M5V bench pin. These pegs arc






